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Neuchâtel, 11 November 2022 
 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE 31st ICC AND 19th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2023 
 
Dear National Member of the International Cartographic Association, 
 
We kindly invite you to the 31st International Cartographic Conference (ICC) and to the 19th General 
Assembly of the International Cartographic Association! The conference, organised by the South 
African National Committee for ICA, will be held in Cape Town, South Africa, from 13 to 18 August 
2023. All those active in cartography and geographic information sciences in your country are 
warmly invited and encouraged to participate in this major event under the overall theme of «Smart 
Cartography for sustainable development» which fits well into the remarkable efforts of the United 
Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which will be at the half-way stage in 2023. 
 
The venue of the conference is the world-class Cape Town International Convention Centre (CTICC) 
in the heart of the city, which is surrounded by numerous, affordable accommodation options for 
participants and accompanying persons. The 19th General Assembly of the ICA will also take place in 
this vicinity on Sunday 13 August (full day) and Friday 18 August (morning). Detailed information on 
the times and location for the General Assembly will follow in one of the next letters. General 
information on the conference, the venue, programme and all activities, as well as our beautiful host 
city, Cape Town, can be found on the conference website: https://icc2023.org/. 
 
The ICA once more offers scholarships for young scientists wishing to participate in this ICC and has 
expanded the criteria for these events. As much as we hope that the dreadful pandemic of the last 
two years will lose its limiting effects to travel and interactions worldwide by the time of the 
conference, we have taken precautions, that in addition to the on-site conference, for those who 
cannot travel to South Africa under any circumstances, there will be various opportunities to 
participate virtually in the most important events of the conference, esp. the scientific programme. 
 
Our national hosts and the ICA encourage as many scholars, experts, professionals, map enthusiasts 
as possible from your country to participate in this exceptional occasion, by meeting with our valued 
community again in Cape Town! We are very excited to see you at the ICC2023 on the African 
continent. Welcome to South Africa! 
 
 
Important member information about the ICC2023 
You are asked to note and publicise these important dates and information for this conference:  
 
1. The call for submission of papers and abstracts is available on the ICC 2023 conference website 

(https://icc2023.org/). Details about the type and content of expected submissions are provided 
on the submission web page (https://icc2023.org/index.php/abstract-papers/). All successfully 
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accepted abstracts and papers will be published again in various Online outlets and renowned 
publications and journals by the ICA or affiliated with ICA. A visual summary of the whole 
publications’ process can be found here: https://icc2023.org/index.php/abstract-
papers/abstract-paper-submissions-process/ All active in cartography and GIScience in your 
country are strongly encouraged to submit papers describing their research and/or their work. 
Deadlines for full papers and abstracts are 5 December and 12 December 2022 respectively. If 
you have any requests, please contact Serena Coetzee from the LOC: serena.coetzee@up.ac.za 

 
2. As with every ICC, there will be an International Cartographic Exhibition (ICE) in 2023, but mainly 

in virtual format (a novelty and major innovation to this conference!). We expect all ICA National 
Members to take this opportunity to contribute to the map exhibition and show best practises in 
cartography from their countries. There are 7 different categories offered for submissions – 
three of them (Atlases, Educational products, Other cartographic products) will be exhibited on 
shelves and tables within the venue, while all other entries can be found in an Online gallery. At 
this time, please send the name of the individual who will be responsible for collecting entries in 
your country and be the contact person for the ICE to the following e-mail address: 
mapexhibitions@icc2023.org. The deadline to announce your participation and reserve space at 
the exhibition is 15 May 2023. For more information see the conference website and the 
respective guidelines set up by the LOC: https://icc2023.org/index.php/international-map-
exhibition/. You were also contacted (and will be contacted later) directly with more details 
about submitting your maps, atlases, globes, and other cartographic products to the ICE. The 
person responsible for the ICE at the LOC is: Ms Thabisile Rambau. 

 
3. We also encourage you and your members to actively take part in the Commercial and Technical 

Exhibition where you can show your latest products and technologies to experts from around the 
world. If you are interested, please contact Ms Mimi Chauke from the LOC for further information 
and an exhibitor’s or sponsor’s prospectus: Maroale.Chauke@dalrrd.gov.za. 

 
4. The biennial and inspiring Barbara Bartz Petchenik Children’s World Map Competition will also be 

held again in Cape Town next August. The theme for 2023 is «A map of my future world». The 
expectation is that ICA National Members will arrange a national competition within their 
country, and the winning maps from each nation’s contest will be sent to the international 
Children’s Map Competition coordinator. Details and the competition guidelines can be found on 
the commission website (http://lazarus.elte.hu/ccc/ccc.htm) or the ICA website 
(https://icaci.org/petchenik). All the organisers of national competitions will also be invited to 
participate in an e-mail-based voting process to select the winner drawings before the 
conference. At this time, please send the name and contact information (affiliation, work 
address, phone number, and e-mail address) of the person responsible for the organisation of 
your national competition. This information will be made public on the ICA website. This 
information should be sent directly to the commission vice-chair (José Jesús Reyes Nunez, 
jesusreyes@caesar.elte.hu) and the chair (Carla Cristina R. G. de Sena, cacrisusp@gmail.com). 
Please include both email addresses in your correspondence. 
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5. ICA Scholarships for young scientists are offered:  

• to foster academic research in the domain of Cartography and GIScience;  
• to establish contact between young scientists and ICA Commissions;  
• to support young scientists to be able to actively contribute to ICA activities and events, 

especially such as International Cartographic Conferences;  
• to establish opportunities for young scientists within ICA publications and conferences.  
 
Please share this call for applications with the cartography and GIScience community in your 
country and encourage applicants. The ICA Scholarship is available to support those young 
scientists who would like to actively contribute to and participate in the upcoming 2023 ICC 
and/or Commission workshops organised in conjunction with the ICC. The deadline for the 
submission of applications to attend ICC 2023 is 12 February 2023. See the ICA website 
(https://icaci.org/scholarship/) for further details and guidelines. Please do also take note, that 
your applicants should receive a support letter from you to supplement their application. 

 
6. The ICC 2023 organisers will provide information on additional assistance to young scientists 

through an ICC-related scholarship or assistantship programme. Details on these opportunities 
will be provided on the website (https://icc2023.org/index.php/registration/scholarships/).  

 
7. National Members may nominate distinguished cartographers for ICA Awards. The deadline for 

such nominations is set as 12 February 2023. Nominations for ICA Awards should be sent to the 
Secretary-General, who will forward them to the ICA Awards Committee. The description of ICA 
awards is available on the ICA website at http://icaci.org/awards. Please read the criteria of each 
category carefully. Nominations will be accepted for the following three awards: 
• Carl Mannerfelt Gold Medal 
• ICA Honorary Fellowship 
• Diplomas for outstanding services to ICA 
 

8. Obituaries – Sadly, revered and valued colleagues in our field have also left us forever during this 
term. The ICA Executive Committee would like to commemorate these colleagues during the 
General Assembly. If you would like to honour fellow colleagues from your country who have 
passed away in 2019–2023 and were active in ICA during their career or have had a connection 
to ICA and the global cartographic community, please send their name, date of birth, date of 
death and a photograph to the Secretary-General by 31 July 2023. You are also welcome to send 
relevant obituaries in your possession. 

 
9. Other information concerning the conference will be published on the conference website as it 

becomes available. This information will include the outline of the conference, registration fees, 
technical details for on-site and virtual participation, exhibitions, social events, tours, technical 
visits, workshops, and accommodation. Please check the ICC 2023 website regularly for updates: 
https://icc2023.org/ 
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Important member information about the 2023 General Assembly of Delegates 
You are asked to note these important dates and take action according to the different tasks:  
 
10. Each ICA National Member is expected to officially nominate a principal delegate, along with a 

deputy delegate, who will attend the General Assembly (2 days) in person and will express the 
decisions of the respective member country by vote when appropriate. The names of delegates 
must be submitted to the ICA Secretary-General before 30 June 2023. 
At the General Assembly, the delegates will be able to vote on all the submitted proposals, along 
with any other proposals submitted by delegates, as well as the ICA budget, acceptance of new 
National and Affiliate Members, and expulsion of National and Affiliate Members. Every member 
country has one vote – no matter how many delegates are present at the General Assembly 
If you are not able to vote on-site through a delegate, you may cast your votes by mail in advance 
to the General Assembly. All national members of the ICA will be provided with the respective 
mail voting material before the General Assembly in Cape Town. We encourage you to vote, even 
if you cannot make it to Cape Town, as this an important right included in your membership, and 
there will be important decisions to take, which also influence your future membership. 
 

11. Each ICA National Member is entitled to make proposals to the General Assembly. These 
proposals must be submitted before 12 March 2023. Proposals can include: 
• motions for changes in ICA Statutes and any other motions for inclusion on the Agenda; 
• nominations for positions on the ICA Executive Committee for 2023–2027; 
• nominations for honorary auditors for 2023–2027; 
• nominations for new and continuing ICA Commissions (to include proposed Terms of 

Reference, Chairperson, and CV) for 2023–2027; 
• bids for the organisation of the 33rd International Cartographic Conference of the ICA and the 

20th General Assembly (held in conjunction with the 33rd ICC); the call for bids will be 
launched on the ICA website on 1 December 2022: https://icaci.org/icc2027/. 
 

12. Each ICA National Member must produce a National Report for distribution at the 2023 General 
Assembly, according to our Statutes. This report will be made available to the public via the ICA 
website to allow our members and everyone interested in the ICA to gain an overview about 
national and global activities within the cartography and GIScience community.  
New: in contrast to previous General Assemblies, we would like to receive rather short but 
systematically structured reports this time, in response to many requests from members. This 
makes your work easier, but above all brings more topicality and comparability in order to 
present a summary of the reports of all countries at the General Assembly. For this purpose, we 
will provide you with a generic template by the beginning of 2023, which I will send to you 
directly. Please do only use this template once provided. 
Of course, you may also design more exhaustive reports if your national conditions require this. 
We will be happy to publish these as attachments to the short report on the ICA website. Your 
National Report shall be submitted to the ICA Secretary-General before 12 July 2023. 
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Important upcoming dates for the ICC 2023 – summary  
Date Deadline Report to 
Now Contact for B. B. Petchenik Competition ICA Commission 
Now Contact for Int. Cartographic Exhibition Local Organisers 
5 December 2022 Call for Full Papers ICC website 
12 December 2022 Call for Abstracts ICC website 
12 February 2023 ICA Scholarship ICA Secretary-General 
12 February 2023 ICA Awards ICA Secretary-General 
12 March 2023 ALL nominations to the General Assembly ICA Secretary-General 
15 May 2023 International Cartographic Exhibition Local Organisers 
15 May 2023 Technical Exhibition Local Organisers 
30 June 2023 Name delegates for the General Assembly ICA Secretary-General 
12 July 2023 National Report ICA Secretary-General 
31 July 2023 Obituaries ICA Secretary-General 

 
 
Reminder: other important information for members 
 
The ICA has changed its bank connection – update your information! 
As announced in the previous information letter, ICA has changed its bank relation and set up new 
accounts in Switzerland recently. While the subscription invoices for 2022 are currently being sent 
out, please make sure to update your information and make transfers only to the new accounts at 
Postfinance, Switzerland (the old accounts in the Netherlands are no longer in existence). 
 

ICA News is being printed again – reserve your copies! 
As announced recently, our important association journal «ICA News» is again 
available in printed form for members. Every member is entitled to receive 3 printed 
copies from each issue. If you are interested in this service, please contact ICA News 
Editor Igor Drecki directly (idre002@aucklanduni.ac.nz ) and specifiy the delivery 
address to Igor. Please note: this service is offered only by subscription. There is also 
a one-time offer for re-prints of past issues #68-#75, which can be ordered as well. 

 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Thomas Schulz 
Secretary-General and Treasurer of the ICA  
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